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BBrriieeffiinngg  SShheeeett  
 
Lead 
Department: Planning Action 

Officer: Senior Planner/GIS 

 
Subject: Grave disinterment, removal, and reinterment request for an abandoned cemetery 
discovered during development planning off Paramount Parkway. 
 
Action Requested:  Adopt Resolution 2005-145
 
Briefing: 9/12/2005 Public Hearing: Yes No  Action: September 26, 2005
 
Expedite less than 30 days: Yes  No September 26, 2005 
If yes, explain rationale: The G.S. is very clear on the process to disinter, remove, and reinter 
graves, therefore, no need to delay. 
 
Background: The property owner, Duke Realty, hired Mr. John Clauser, Jr.: Of Grave 
Concerns, Inc. to evaluate an abandoned cemetery (Mills Cemetery) discovered during 
development planning for an area off  Paramount Parkway.  The Evaluation of the Mills 
Cemetery (Attachment A), includes a location map, statement of significance, an evaluation of 
options for the cemetery, etc.  The options included preservation in place, moving the cemetery to 
another area of the property, and moving the cemetery off-site.  In summary, the evaluation 
reports that there is no historical need for preservation in place and that the Mills Cemetery be 
moved to a new off-site location consistent with the procedures outlined in the G.S. 65-13.  
 
Executive Summary: G.S. 65-13(a)(4) Removal of Graves (Attachment B). 
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners allow the 
petitioner, on behalf of the property owner, to proceed with the disinterment, removal, and 
reinterment of the Mills Cemetery graves to an established cemetery, which includes written 
notice to next of kin and published notices per G.S. 65-13(b). 
 
Resource Impact (time/funds/equipment): 
Staff time:  Minimal to prepare Briefing Sheet 
Funding Source: N/A 
Resources Utilized: Report prepared by Mr. John Clauser, Jr.: Of Grave Concerns, Inc. 
 
Staff Coordination (list communication efforts) mark agree, disagree or review.  (2nd 
Briefing is used when information has significantly changed from one briefing to the next.) 
Required Department 1st Briefing 2nd Briefing 

X Town Manager     
X Senior Director Resources Mgmt Reviewed   
X Senior Director Development Services     
X Senior Director Community Services Agree   
X Public Information Officer Reviewed   
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If disagreeing, then explain: 
 
 
History of briefing: (This section should be updated as the item proceeds through the 
process.) 
Date: Discussion:
September 12, 2005 1st Briefing 
September 26, 2005 BOC Decision 
 
List Attachments: • Attachment A – Grave Removal Request Evaluation Report 
 • Attachment B – G.S. 65-13 & N.C Cemetery Laws 
 
Public Information Plan: Answer the following questions to determine the level of Public 
Information Plan needed for this item: 
 
Question Type YES or NO in the 

space provided 
Does the item’s subject matter affect the majority of our population?   No 

(Note: specify the target audience within the Executive Summary 
section above.) 

 

Would the action for the item have a direct affect, positive or 
negative, on community services currently provided to our citizenry 
(residential/business)?   

No 

Does the item propose an internal policy change? No 
Does the item propose an external policy change that would result in 
an amendment to our town codes, ordinances, Land Use Plan, or 
Zoning Map?  

No 

Does the item require an appropriation of funds equal to or over 
$90,000?   

No 

Will/does the item related to a Capital Improvements Project? No 
Are there any ordinance or general statue requirements for public 
notification?  

Yes, but not the 
responsibility of the 
Town 

(Note: If so, site the ordinance or general statute language within 
the Executive Summary section above.) G.S. 65-13 

Does the item require a Public Hearing?   No 
Will there be a public forum session held on the subject to gather 
input?   

No 

 
 
If you answered YES to two or less of the questions listed above, attach public information plan 
“Standard Issue”. 



 

 

 
 
 

RESOLUTION 2005-145 
 

A RESOLUTION ALLOWING THE DISINTERMENT, MOVE 
AND REINTERMENT OF AN ABANDONED CEMETERY 

REFERRED TO AS THE MILLS CEMETERY LOCATED NEAR 
PARAMOUNT PARKWAY 

 
WHEREAS, Of Grave Concerns, Inc. submitted a Grave Removal Request for the 
abandoned cemetery referred to as the Mills Cemetery; and 
 
WHEREAS, the request includes an evaluation report prepared by Of Grave Concerns, 
Inc. which G.S. outlines the the Planning and Zoning Board has forwarded a 
recommendation for approval with condition; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners, which is authorized per G.S. 65-13(a)(4) to 
allow the proposed request, did receive the Planning Department recommendation at their 
Briefing Meeting on September 12, 2005:
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the 
Town of Morrisville: 
 

Approves Resolution 2005-145 allowing Of Grave Concerns, Inc. to proceed with 
the Mills Cemetery disinterment, move, and reinterment to a new off-site location per 
the requirements of G.S. 65-13. 

 
Adopted this 26th day of September 2005. 
 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Gordon Cromwell, Mayor 
                                                                                    Town of Morrisville 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
G.J. Hooks, Town Clerk 





























Public Relation Matrix—Standard Issue 
No Mechanism Tasked Budget Date & Duration Target Audience Message Intent Outputs 

1 Staff Lead De-
partment 
staff 

$0.00 Continuous effort • Elected Officials 
• Citizens 
• Adjacent Property Owners 
• Business Community members 
• Morrisville Chamber of Commerce 
• Development Community members 
 

• Establish a reliable feed of information for the 
public on newsworthy milestones as it relates to 
the subject matter.  

Taking advantage of one on one contacts with stake-
holders through course of regular work to provide a re-
source contact for information. 

2 Briefing Agenda Item Lead De-
partment 
Staff 

$0.00—
No addi-
tional 
expendi-
tures 

Update after each 
briefing. 
Remains on schedule 
until action taken on 
item. 

• Elected Officials 
• Citizens 
• Applicants 
 

• Provide updated factual information relative to 
the subject outlining the contributing factors and 
rationales using the briefing format complete 
with action item and support material. 

Prepare Briefing Item to provide informative material to be 
used by the Board of Commissioners to take action effect-
ing policy, law, land use, and/or zoning. 
 
Once departmental coordination and review of Briefing 
Item has occurred, a copy should be placed in the Board 
Agenda Notebooks. 

3 Website:  
www.ci.morrisville.nc.us or 
www.townofmorrisville.org 

Public Infor-
mation 
Center 

$0.00—
No addi-
tional 
expendi-
tures 
outside of 
current 
web 
funds 

Schedule update upon 
receipt of information 
Remains until action 
taken on item. 
Post to web Friday 
before the regular 
Board meeting date. 

• Elected Officials 
• Citizens 
• Development Community members 
• Business Community members 
 

• Increase public awareness of subject matter 
• Provide factual information relative to the degree 

of benefits or impacts to Morrisville as a result of 
the subject matter. 

• Generate public input to gauge the temperature 
of the community. 

Post Agenda on web site complete with links to backup 
material placed in the Board of Commissioners Agenda 

4 Public Meeting Town Man-
agers and 
Lead De-
partment 
staff 

$0.00 As scheduled on the 
briefing item.  

• Elected Officials 
• Citizens 
• Business Community members 
• Development Community members 
• Applicants 

• Provide factual briefing of information relative to 
the degree of benefits or impacts to Morrisville  

• Generate public input relative to the subject  
matter. 

• Meet legal requirements of Open Meetings Law 

Board of Commissioner discussion and debate of the 
Briefing item during the scheduled public meeting(s) for 
action.    


