
Dear Subscriber:

A father and son who bilked funeral homes and their customers out of $600 million while working at
National Prearranged Services have pleaded guilty to various charges – along with two other former
employees.

Brent Douglas Cassity, 46, of Clayton, Mo., served NPS and Lincoln Memorial Life Insurance Co., for
which NPS served as general agent, in various executive roles. He pleaded guilty July 3 to one count of
mail fraud, one count of wire fraud and one count of money laundering. He also admitted to allowing his
father, James “Doug” Cassity, who he knew to have been convicted of a felony involving fraud or
dishonesty, to exercise significant control over NPS’ affiliated insurance companies, according to a news
release from the U.S. Attorney’s Office Eastern District of Missouri. He faces up to five years in prison.

Hours after Brent Cassity pleaded guilty, his 67-year-old father pleaded guilty to two counts of wire
fraud, one count of bank fraud, one count of mail fraud, one count of money laundering and one count
of misappropriation of an insurance premium, according to authorities.

Two other former NPS executives pleaded guilty to various charges. Howard Wittner, the company’s
former lawyer, pleaded guilty to two felony counts of making false statements intended to deceive
insurance regulators in connection with the acquisition and administration of the Professional Liability
Insurance Company of America. He also pleaded guilty to willfully permitting a felon to engage in the
business of insurance. He faces between one and five years in prison, according to authorities.

Randall K. Sutton, the former chief financial officer of NPS, pleaded guilty to participating in a fraud-
ulent scheme involving the sale of prearranged funeral contracts and misappropriation of insurance
premiums, He faces up to seven years in prison, according to authorities.

A few weeks ago, a lower ranking NPS executive, Sharon Nekol Province, 69, pleaded guilty to six
counts of mail fraud and misappropriation of insurance premiums. She’s expected to serve less than
three years in prison.

The Cassitys were the most prominent defendants in the NPS scandal as they were thought to have
exercised wide control over the operation. James “Doug” Cassity bought NPS in 1979.

David R. Wulf, former investment adviser, still faces charges. If he does not accept a plea deal and
goes to trial, he could face up to life in prison. He’s vowed to fight the charges against him.

Do the punishments fit the crimes? Send comments to tparmalee@katesboylston.com.
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